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Day 1 – May 9th 
 
Gioel Gioacchino 
Sauvé Encore 2015! Organizer and Sauvé Fellow (2012-13) 

 
Since 'graduating' from the Sauvé Scholars Program, Gioel has been 
characteristically busy. She is the executive director of Recrear, a Canadian 
charity working with a youth-to-youth approach to collect information on 
young people's perspectives utilizing participatory research projects. Gioel is 
a PhD Candidate at The Institute of Development Studies (IDS) at the 
University of Sussex, UK  
 
Since her graduation from the Sauvé Scholars Program, she has also 

managed a UN-Habitat Youth Fund in partnership with the Caribbean Youth Environment 
Network (CYEN) to carry out a participatory research project on 'Cuban Youth Engagement in 
Climate Change Adaptation Work'. Additionally, she took part in expert meetings on Youth 
Engagement at UNESCO in Paris and on Youth Indicators in the post-2015 agenda at the 
Commonwealth Foundation in London and has designed a course on 'Youth Engagement in 
Community Development' which she taught at Carleton University in Ottawa.  
 
Gioel was an indispensable cog in the machine that produced the very successful 2014 Sauve 
Encore! in November. She then turned her organizational skills to the coordination of the launch of 
the Sauvé Alumni Collaboration Fund and is carrying out the same function for the Sauvé Encore! 
Program in the Spring of 2015.   
 
Believing that Recrear is an organization with the right attitude, human resources and energy to 
deliver increasingly sophisticated projects, Gioel devoted her Sauvé Year to developing a model to 
ensure Recrear’s financial sustainability while continuing to focus on the organizations’ programs 
and vision. 
 
Recrear is a non-profit organization comprised of young social innovators from around the globe. 
Its mission is to ensure that young people are actively involved in the development of their 
communities. During her Sauvé Year, Gioel coordinated a strategic review of the organization and 
fine-tuned Recrear's model while building an advisory board. 
 
 
Désirée McGraw 
Sauvé President and Executive Director  
Jeanne Sauvé Foundation 
 

Désirée McGraw brings to her position over 20 years of experience in public 
engagement, policy and advocacy. Prior to her appointment as Sauvé 
Foundation Executive Director in 2008, Désirée was a Senior Policy Advisor 
to Prime Minister Paul Martin on international cooperation. 

Désirée lectured in International Development at McGill University and 
pursued graduate studies in International Relations as a Commonwealth 
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Scholar at the London School of Economics. She completed executive training at Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School of Government and McGill University’s School of Management. 
 
In 2010 Désirée was named by the World Economic Forum as a Young Global Leader, and is 
an original member of the Banff Forum for emerging and established Canadian leaders in 
public service. 
 
Désirée’s passion for engaging the next generation of global leaders is rooted in her own 
experience as a young leader. At age 18, following a national speaking tour, she was appointed 
by then Governor General of Canada the Right Honourable Jeanne Sauvé to serve as a youth 
advisor to the Canadian Delegation to the United Nations Third Special Session on 
Disarmament, then later as one of two Youth Ambassadors to the 1992 Earth Summit. 
 
As a reporter, author, senior advisor and spokesperson on sustainable development, Désirée 
has been described by the national media as “one of Canada’s ten most influential people on 
environmental issues.” 
 
 
Chad Lubelsky 
Associate Program Director 
The J.W. McConnell Family Foundation 

 

A proud Montrealer, Chad is the program lead for RECODE at the J.W. 
McConnell Family Foundation. RECODE provides social innovation 
entrepreneurship opportunities for College and University students to 
become drivers of progress and change (www.re-code.ca, @letsrecode). 

Chad also serves as a Mentor for the Canadian Merit Scholarship 
Foundation and as a Board Member for l’Abri en Ville, a Montreal-based Mental Health 
organization. 

Prior to joining the Foundation, Chad was the Executive Director of Santropol Roulant; developed 
leadership and community engagement programs for the Canada Millennium Scholarship 
Foundation; worked as an Assignment Editor for NBC news in San Francisco; managed global 
Internet Rights advocacy for the South African based Association for Progressive Communications; 
and was a Founding Trustee of the Montreal Awesome Foundation. 

Chad holds a BA in Communications, Master Degrees in Communication and Leadership and is 

excited to be at his first EWB conference! 
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Day 4 – May 9th 
 
Brett House 
Sauvé Senior Fellow 
Jeanne Sauvé Foundation 
 

Brett House is currently a Senior Fellow at the Sauvé Foundation. 
His research focuses on the links between trade policy and macroeconomic 
performance; the rise of emerging markets and its implications for G10 
economies; frameworks for sovereign debt restructuring; and the theory 
and practice of impact investing. 
 
Brett brings unique experience to the Sauvé Foundation following key roles 
in academia, the international public sector and markets. Most recently, he 
was a Global Strategist at Woodbine Capital Advisors, a NY-based global 
macro hedge fund. At Woodbine, he developed a track record of 
combining quantitative frameworks with qualitative analysis to identify 
investment opportunities across asset classes in developed, emerging and 

frontier markets. 
 
Prior to joining Woodbine, Brett was Principal Advisor on economic, financial and development 
issues in the Executive Office of the United Nations’ Secretary-General; Senior Macroeconomist 
and Policy Advisor at the UNDP; and Senior Macroeconomist at The Earth Institute, Columbia 
University. From 2000 to 2007 he was an economist at the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
where he worked across a wide range of major emerging, frontier, and low-income countries. He 
also helped to develop Fund policies and models on emerging market vulnerabilities, early-warning 
systems for financial crises, sovereign debt restructuring and debt relief programs. 
 
Brett held earlier positions as Director of Studies and Stipendiary Lecturer at Keble College, 
University of Oxford, where he was a Rhodes Scholar; and Lecturer in Economics at the University 
of Cape Town, where he was a Rotary Scholar. He also worked in the Capital Markets Department 
of the World Bank and emerging markets fixed-income sales and trading with Goldman Sachs 
International in London. 
 
Brett holds an M.Phil. in economics from Oxford and a B.A. Honours (first class) in economics 
from Queen’s University. He has been a Chazen Visiting Scholar at the Columbia Business 
School.  Amongst his community engagements, Brett is the Founding President of the US 
Foundation for Pearson College and a Patron of the College. He is also a Young Global Leader of 
the World Economic Forum, a Next Generation Fellow of the American Assembly, a Committee 
Member of the IRC’s GenR, a Member of the Banff Forum and a former Term Member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations. A seasoned marathoner and three-time Ironman triathlete, Brett ran 
the Boston Marathon in 2000 and competed at USA Triathlon Nationals in 2007. 
 
As a Senior Fellow, Brett is working on several initiatives as well as supporting Sauvé Scholars in the 
realization of their projects and other goals. 
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Anita Nowak 
Sauvé Senior Fellow 
Jeanne Sauvé Foundation 
 

Anita Nowak is convinced that social engagement should carry more currency 
than IQ and EQ and her dream is to spark an Empathic Action (EAQ) 
revolution. To that end, as a Senior Fellow with the Jeanne Sauvé Foundation 
she has been writing her first book, The Power of Empathy, and regularly gives 
public talks on the topic. 
 
She brings a wealth of expertise – and boundless enthusiasm – to the Jeanne 
Sauvé Foundation, sharing her relevant skills and insights with directors, 

management, staff, and Jeanne Sauvé Fellows. She consults with program participants on their 
individual projects and, as a certified Professional and Personal Coach, advised program staff on the 
creation of the Personal Coaching program pilot. 
 
In 2012/13, Anita served McGill University’s Desautels Faculty of Management as founding 
Integrating Director of the Social Economy Initiative responsible for integrating social 
entrepreneurship and social innovation into the faculty’s teaching, research and outreach. 
She is currently Director of Operations of their Social Learning for Social Impact GROOC (led by 
Henry Mintzberg & Leslie Breitner) and teaches Introduction to Social Entrepreneurship and Social 
Innovation and Fundamentals of Fundraising. 
 
In 2014, she was an advisor to The J.W. McConnell Family Foundation’s RECODE (an initiative to 
help scale social innovation at university campuses across Canada). 
Anita joined McGill after many years in the private sector where she gained a wide range of 
experience in Corporate Communications and Speechwriting, New Business Development, Strategic 
Marketing and Event Planning. 
 
Anita obtained a Bachelor of Commerce from McGill; completed a Graduate Diploma in 
Communication Studies at Concordia; followed by a Master’s in Media and Communication Studies 
from Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University and a PhD in the Department of Integrated 
Studies in Education at McGill. 
 
Her doctoral work involved narrative inquiry interviews with social entrepreneurs and was 
nominated for the Association of Non-Profit and Social Economy Research (ANSER) Award for the 
Outstanding Thesis at the Doctoral Level. 
 
In 2012, Anita was a delegate of the Governor General’s Leadership Conference, received a Quebec 
Notable Award for Education and was inducted as an honorary member of The Golden Key 
International Honour Society. In 2013, she spent part of the summer in 2013 as an author-in-
residence with the Shorefast Foundation on Fogo Island, NL. 
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Ion Valaskakis 
Board Member  
Sauvé Scholars Foundation 
 
 

Ion Valaskakis served as acting Executive Director of the Jeanne Sauvé 
Foundation and the Sauvé Scholars Foundation from May 2010 to June 
2011, during which time he was responsible for the overall management of 
the two Foundations as well as the Sauvé Scholars Program for the 2010-
11 academic year. Since that time, he has served on the Board of Directors 
of the Sauvé Scholars Foundation. 
 
Mr. Valaskakis brings to the role a combination of entrepreneurial and 
executive experience in both the public and private sectors. He has worked 

as a Press Secretary on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, helped launch and run a ground-breaking 
international mobile media initiative at a Fortune Global 50 company in London, served as a senior 
executive in a fast-growing technology start-up in Montreal, and most recently opened his own 
consulting practice. 
 
He is currently Principal of Portfolio IV, a boutique advisory firm with clients in Canada, the US and 
Europe. Mr. Valaskakis consults, writes and speaks about personal leadership and professional 
development. Drawing on his own experiences managing people, projects, brands and budgets, as 
well as leading-edge thinking on peak performance from around the world, Ion has established an 
innovative professional development philosophy and program called Career NutritionTM that he 
will bring to the Sauvé Scholars Foundation. 
 
Prior to starting his own practice, Mr. Valaskakis was Senior Vice-President of Business 
Development at the Montreal-based media company Airborne Mobile. In his 4 years there, he 
served as part of the executive management team, oversaw the sales, legal, business development 
and brand licensing groups and negotiated mobile content agreements with News Corporation, the 
National Hockey League, the National Football League and Maxim Magazine, among others. 
Mr. Valaskakis came to Airborne after spending 4 years in London with Vodafone, the world’s 
largest mobile phone company. There he had global responsibility for all Media and Entertainment 
content strategy and acquisition, and personally negotiated Vodafone’s pioneering international 
mobile content partnerships with Warner Brothers, Walt Disney, Sony Pictures and their multi-year 
agreement with the James Bond film franchise. 
 
Before moving to England, Mr. Valaskakis lived in Washington, DC and worked for 6 years in 
politics. He served as the Communications Director to two Congressmen in the United States 
House of Representatives and then moved to Europe to pursue a business degree. He holds an 
MBA from London Business School, where he was elected president of the student council and 
played on the 1999 World MBA Rugby Championship-winning team. 
He also has a Master’s Degree in political science from the University of Western Ontario and a 
bachelor’s degree from McGill University. Ion has spoken on politics, media and professional 
development in front of audiences in Canada, the US and Europe. He is the Vice-President of the 
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New School of Athens, an emerging geopolitical think tank with offices in Montreal, Paris and 
Athens that is focused on finding better ways of managing our world. 
 
 
Patrick Brennan 
Sauvé Senior Fellow 
Executive Director 
McGill’s Institute for the Study of International Development 
 

In August 2014, Patrick Brennan joined McGill's Institute for the Study of 
International Development. Mr. Brennan came to McGill from the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada, 
where he served as the Manager of Multilateral Relations in the 
Intergovernmental and International Relations Directorate. During his time 
at the Department, Mr. Brennan assisted with Canada's endorsement of the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, initiated 
research for the examination of programming and policy approaches taken 

by other countries in the area of Aboriginal affairs, supported Canada's work in the area of the Post 
2015 Development Agenda, and contributed to Canada's Strategy for Engagement in the Americas. 
 
Patrick Brennan has also worked at the Department of Canadian Heritage on initiatives ranging 
from multiculturalism and citizen engagement to public service renewal and the establishment of a 
forum for the promotion and advancement of policy development within the department. 
 
Prior to joining the Department of Canadian Heritage, Mr. Brennan worked for six years at the 
Department of Foreign Affairs in support of international indigenous issues. In this role, he assisted 
with the negotiation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples, co-led 
trade missions for indigenous entrepreneurs to the World Bank and Inter-American Development 
Bank, established bilateral and multilateral networks for the promotion of indigenous rights, and was 
a lead member of the team responsible for the first Indigenous Summit of the Americas. Patrick 
Brennan was also the Deputy Director of the Haiti Program at Foreign Affairs and assisted in 
writing Canada's bilateral strategy for engagement in the country. 
 
Finally, Patrick Brennan worked at both the United Nations World Food Programme and at the 
Canadian International Development Agency. As a program officer with the World Food 
Programme, Mr. Brennan was responsible for the implementation of nutrition projects at both 
schools and maternal health care centres. During his time at the Canadian International 
Development Agency, Mr. Brennan worked as a consultant on policy and programming issues in the 
Americas Branch, the Africa Branch and the Policy Branch. 
 
Mr. Brennan holds a Master of Arts in International Relations from the Norman Paterson School of 
International Affairs at Carleton University in Ottawa and a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Concordia University in Montreal. 
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Nadia Duguay 
Co-Founder and co-CEO 
Exeko 
 

Social entrepreneur and Ashoka Fellow, Nadia co-founded Exeko, an 
organisation that she co-directs today and whose mission is "social inclusion 
through innovation in culture and education."  

She has created more than 110 projects and is striving to define an approach 
based on the hybridization of practices of cultural and intellectual mediation as a 
force for social transformation approach.  

Nadia created a series of creative and friendly approaches to the principle of the 
presumption of equality of intelligences for the most marginalized and at risk of 

being Canada (prisons, homelessness, mental retardation, risk youth and indigenous). She is also a 
member of the Research Group in cultural mediation (GRMC), member of the Quebec Network for 
Social Innovation (RQIS) and member of the search committee intellectual mediation (CRMI) in 
Exeko. 

 

Pearl Eliadis 
Human Rights Lawyer, Author, Lecturer  
McGill University 
 

Pearl Eliadis is a lawyer in private practice in Montreal.  
Her practice is mainly international, working with multilateral organizations 
such as the UN, the European Commission, international consortia, and civil 
society organizations on human rights, rule of law, social justice, and national 
institutions. She also provides strategic advice on public interest litigation.  
 
She has a particular interest in minority rights issues, gender equality, and 
addressing violence against girls and women.   
 

Designated by the UNDP as a Human Rights Expert, Pearl is also on its roster for Rapid Responses 
in Crisis Prevention and Recovery.   
 She teaches Civil Liberties at McGill's Faculty of Law and has published extensively on human 
rights and equality law. She is affiliated with the McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal 
Pluralism.  
 
In 2013, she was appointed President of the Quebec Bar Association's Advisory Committee on 
Human Rights. Pearl has received several awards for her work, including the Queen Elizabeth II 
Diamond Jubilee Medal and the Canada 125 Medal.  
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Her recent book, Speaking Out on Human Rights: Debating Canada's Human Rights System, was published 
by McGill-Queen's University Press in 2014. 
 
 
Alexandre Trudeau 
Documentary Filmmaker and Freelance Journalist  
 
 

Alexandre Trudeau graduated in philosophy from McGill in 1997, shortly 
thereafter co-directing LIBERIA: THE SECRET WAR, a documentary 
about the JuJu magic practiced during the brutal wars in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone, from which JuJu Films took its name. 
 
Between 1998 and 2000, Alexandre reported on Canadian issues as diverse as 
army culture and Aboriginal life for the bilingual CBC/RDI show 
CULTURE SHOCK. 
 

In BELGRADE: ONE YEAR AFTER for CBC's National Magazine, Trudeau reported on Serbia's 
democratic youth a year after the NATO bombing. 
 
In 2003, Trudeau made EMBEDDED IN BAGHDAD, an intimate portrait of an Iraqi family 
during the US-led invasion, which aired on CTV, Canada's largest network, to 1.5 million viewers. 
In 2004, Trudeau spent a season with an Israeli and Palestinian family on opposing sides of the new 
security barrier, with the resulting doc THE FENCE also airing on CTV. 
 
Trudeau spent 2005 following five Muslim men detained without charge in Canada, with SECURE 
FREEDOM premiering primetime on CTV on the even of the 5th anniversary of 9/11. 
 
In 2006 he produced OUR THIRD CHOICE, a series of docs for CBC national radio on Canadian 
peacekeeping, featuring Gen. Romeo Dallaire, Louis Arbour, and Michael Ignatieff. 
 
His most recent documentary REFUGE, A FILM ABOUT DARFUR offers an intimate encounter 
with the land and the people of this troubled African region. 
 
Alexandre is a contributor to Canadian print media and has reported from China, Iraq, Liberia, 
Haiti, Israel, Palestine and Russia. He is actively involved on the boards of several non-profit 
organisations. He lives in Montreal with his wife and two young children. 
 
 
Day 5  – Wednesday May 14th 
 
Tatiana Saliba 
 

TS, business consultant, personal coach, and yoga teacher. Combines tools from 
ancient wisdom and recent developments to help people and organizations live 
and perform to the fullest. Tatiana holds an MBA from McGill and certificates 
in NLP and Life Coaching.  
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Jean Charest 
29th Premier of Quebec, Former Minister of the Environment 

 
With a public service career spanning almost 30 years, Jean Charest is one of 
Canada’s best-known political figures. Mr. Charest was first elected to the 
House of Commons in 1984 and, at age 28, became Canada’s youngest 
cabinet minister as Minister of State for Youth. 
 
In 1991, he was named Minister of the Environment and, a year later, he led 
Canada’s delegation at the 1992 Earth Summit on the economy and the 
environment in Rio. At the summit he was praised for his leadership role 
among G7 countries on climate change and biodiversity. 

 
In 1993, Mr. Charest was named Minister of Industry and Deputy Prime Minister of Canada. 
In 1994, Jean Charest was chosen Leader of the federal Progressive Conservative Party, becoming 
the party’s first French Canadian leader. He held that post until 1998 when he became the Leader of 
the Québec Liberal Party. Mr. Charest then broke a 50-year provincial record by winning three 
consecutive election campaigns in 2003, 2007 and 2008. 
 
Under his leadership, Québec experienced a sustained period of economic prosperity with stronger 
economic growth from 2008 to 2012 than the US, Europe, Canada and Ontario, despite a global 
financial and economic crisis. His government implemented a major infrastructure investment 
program. 
 
The Charest government has been a world leader on the environment and climate change, having 
brought forward the first carbon levy in North America with the implementation of its climate 
change policy. 
 
His legacy includes a major initiative for the sustainable development of Northern Québec called 
"Plan Nord". The plan covers a territory above the 49th parallel of 1.2 million sq. km (twice the size 
of France). 
 
In the area of energy, the Charest government pushed ahead with major hydro-electric and wind 
power projects that will maintain Québec’s position as the 4th biggest producer of clean and 
renewable hydro-electric power in the world after China, Brazil and the USA. 
 
In International arena, the Charest government has been the most active administration in the 
history of Québec. Premier Charest led numerous economic missions in emerging economies 
including China, India, Russia and Brazil. He has been a panellist at the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, discussing issues ranging from environment, climate change and international trade to labour 
mobility. 
Mr. Charest has participated in four summits of French speaking countries that include more than 
fifty French speaking jurisdictions, and hosted the successful 2008 edition of this grouping in 
Québec City (Sommet de la Francophonie). 
 
He initiated a ground-breaking and unprecedented labour mobility agreement between France and 
Québec for over eighty professions and trades. 
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Jean Charest’s most noteworthy international initiative has been to convince Canada and the 
European Union to negotiate a broad economic partnership, including cooperation agreements, in 
the wake of the failed Doha round. 
 
As a leader, Mr. Charest has been a strong supporter and promoter of women in politics. In 2006 his 
government voted legislation that requires gender parity on the boards of the 22 most important 
state owned corporations, and in 2007, his 18 member cabinet had an equal number of men and 
women. 
 
 
Promito Playback 
 
 
Promito Playback is a Playback Theatre company based in Montreal. The group is affiliated with the 
NPO L’Aquarium et le Globe. 
 
Playback is an improvisational form of theatre where members of the audience tell their stories and 
the company plays them back on the spot. The actors attempt to capture the essence of the teller’s 
story through improvisational structures so the teller may live those moments again and, perhaps, 
see them with new eyes. This playful performance form is interactive. 
 
Playback was developed by Jonathan Fox in 1975 and is currently practiced in over 50 countries 
around the world. 
 
Promito Playback’s mission is to: 
Create space for expression and exchange; 
Serve the communities around us; 
Move towards a harmonious society, celebrating its diversity, where everyone can be heard; 
Illuminate stories of people in our audiences; 
Enter into a conversation whereby theatre is a tool for continuing social evolution; 
Spread the awareness and love of Playback Theatre and stay connected to the greater Playback 
community. 
 
 
 
Day 6  – Thursday May 14th 
 
Lilit Simonyan 
Sauvé Alumnus 
 

Lilit developed her skills in training and consulting, as well as in designing, 
implementing, and evaluating programs. She worked directly with youth-centered 
organizations in Canada, and learned more about bridging the gap between 
formal and non-formal (experiential) educational methods. She also developed 
partnerships between Armenian, European, and Canadian organizations. 
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Lilit's entry to the nonprofit world was not accidental, but the conscious choice of a teenager who 
saw poverty and discouragement, lack of motivation and unused energy of youth, big potential and 
challenges in a developing country, and believed that strong will, collaboration and hard work can 
change everything. So she connected youngsters in her region and founded the Stepanavan Youth 
Center, a non-profit youth organization, with the aim to contribute to the development of her 
country.  
 
Her contributions in the non-profit and youth sectors of Armenia have been recognized by the 
Prime Minister of Armenia (2004); by the International Youth Foundation through YouthActionNet 
young leaders’ award in 2004; by IREX through Careers for Alumni in Public Sector (2008 and 
2010); and by the Aspen Institute Romania Young Leaders program (2010). 
 
Lilit has used all of the resources available to her to improve her competences in youth work and 
management of nonprofits.  In addition to her Master’s degree in Public Administration from the 
University of Kansas, funded through the U.S. Department of State Edmund S. Muskie Graduate 
Fellowship, she took a graduate course in Strategic Management at the Maastricht School of 
Management as a recipient of the Netherlands Fellowship Program. She participates in the TALE 
(Trainers Active Learning in Europe) long-term training of trainers of Youth Partnership of the 
Council of Europe and the European Commission. Her experiences in the field also link to 
internships at the Global Fund for Women (USA), United Way (USA), InterEchange (France) and 
Akzente International (Austria). 
 
Trying to balance practical work and experience/knowledge sharing, Lilit started working at the 
American University of Armenia, transferring her knowledge to students and professionals in 
Armenia and organizing training and seminars for youth in Armenia and Europe. She is a member 
of the pool of trainers of the European Youth Forum, and the Armenian team of EVS (European 
Voluntary Service),  trainers of SALTO EECA (Support, Advanced Learning and Training 
Opportunities European Commission, Eastern Europe and Caucasus , and has organized training 
and consultations for SALTO EECA; Youth for Exchange and Understanding; Virage Logic; Roche 
Armenia; IntraHealth; Jinishyan Memorial Foundation; and the Civic Development and Partnership 
Foundation of Armenia (CDPF). 
 
 
Robert Greenhill 
Executive Chairman  
Global Canada Initiative 
 

With a strong interest in global issues, Robert Greenhill has 
combined a career in international business with a commitment to 
public policy. 
Robert Greenhill is Executive Chairman of the Global Canada 
Initiative. Previous roles include Managing Director and Chief 
Business Officer of the World Economic Forum, Deputy Minister 

and President of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), and President and Chief 
Operating Officer of the International Group of Bombardier Inc. Robert started his career with 
McKinsey & Company. 
 
Robert sits on the board of the UN Global Compact, a unique initiative engaging business in 
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support of human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption principles and UN goals and 
activities. 
 
Robert has a BA from the University of Alberta, MA from the London School of Economics, and 
MBA from INSEAD. 
 
 
 
Day 7  – Friday May 15th 
 
Antonia Maioni 
Sauvé Scholars Foundation Board Member 
Director of the Institute for the Study of Canada at McGill 
 

 
Antonia Maioni is Director of the Institute for the Study of Canada at 
McGill University, where she also holds the positions of Associate 
Professor of Political Science and William Dawson Scholar. She 
studied at St. Mary’s University and Université Laval, and earned an 
M.A. from Carleton University's Norman Paterson School of 
International Affairs and a Ph.D. in political science from 
Northwestern University. She has taught at the University of Ottawa, 
and has held visiting appointments at Columbia’s Mailman School of 
Public Health, Harvard's Center for European Studies, the North 
American Studies Program at Duke University, and the Robert 

Schuman Centre of the European University Institute.  

Professor Maioni has published widely in the fields of Canadian and comparative politics, with a 
particular focus on public policy. Her most recent research projects were funded by the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, the Canadian Institutes for Health Research, 
and the Max Bell Foundation. She currently teaches in the Department of Political Science and 
Canadian Studies at McGill University, and is a member of the International Masters in Health 
Leadership team in the Desautels Faculty of Management.  

A frequent media commentator on Canadian and Quebec politics and public policy,in both English 
and French, Professor Maioni has been a political analyst with CTV News since 2008. She was 
named CIBC Scholar- in-Residence for the Conference Board of Canada and McGill’s Top 
Newsmaker in 2006. She is a mentor in the Action Canada program for young leaders, the Sauvé 
Scholars and the Canadian Merit Scholars programs. She sits on the boards of the McCord Museum 
of Canadian History, the Sacred Heart School of Montreal and the Canadian Health Services 
Research Foundation, and is a former member of the Institute for Research on Public Policy and the 
Management Board of the Banff Forum.  
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Tom Axworthy 
Former Principal Secretary and Chief Speechwriter to Canadian Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau 
 

Thomas S. Axworthy has had a distinguished career in government, 
academia, and philanthropy. Early in his career, he served as Senior Policy 
Advisor and Principal Secretary to Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, before 
leaving politics to teach. In 1984, Dr. Axworthy went to Harvard University 
as a Fellow of the Institute of Politics at the Kennedy School of 
Government. He was subsequently appointed visiting Mackenzie King Chair 
of Canadian Studies.  In 1999, Dr. Axworthy helped to create the Historica 
Foundation to improve teaching and learning of Canadian history, becoming 
its Executive Director until 2005. To recognize his achievements in heritage 
education (he initiated the Heritage Minutes), civics, and citizenship, Dr. 
Axworthy was invested as an Officer of the Order of Canada (2002). In 2003, 

he became Chair of the Centre for the Study of Democracy, School of Policy Studies, Queen’s 
University, pursuing the themes of expanded human rights and responsibilities, democratic reform, 
Canadian-American relations, and modern liberalism that characterized his research, teaching and 
advocacy career. He is a distinguished senior fellow at the Munk School of Global Affairs and a 
senior fellow at Massey College. Dr. Axworthy was recently appointed Secretary General of the 
InterAction Council of Former Heads of State and Government. 
 
Dr. Axworthy has had a long association with the Gordon family and The Gordon Foundation prior 
to becoming its CEO in 2009. He began his career as a Research Assistant to Walter L. Gordon, 
then President of the Privy Council Office in the government of Lester Pearson. In the 1980s, Dr. 
Axworthy helped the second generation of the Gordon family define their interests, which included, 
for the first time, Canada’s North. In 1976 he helped organize the United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements, held in Vancouver, which initiated his interest in water and sanitation issues, a 
priority in his current work with the Gordon Foundation. 
 
Dr. Axworthy has edited several publications, with the most recent being Bridging the Divide – papers 
for the Interaction Council (June 2008). He was awarded an honorary LLD from Wilfrid Laurier 
University (2003) and the Public Affairs Association Award of Distinction on November 26th, 2008 
by the Public Affairs Association of Canada. 
 
Liane Benoit 
 
 
Liane Benoit is the Principal of an Ottawa-based public affairs company working with senior clients 
in government, private industry, aboriginal organizations and the NGO sector on a wide variety of 
public policy, governance and social justice issues.  Most recently her own policy work has been 
focused on Arctic and circumpolar affairs, working in collaboration with major Inuit organizations, 
Aboriginal and Northern Affairs Canada (AANDC), the Arctic Council and major NGO's.  
 
She is Co-chair of the Emergency Management Task Force for the Northern Security Project of the 
Walter and Duncan Gordon Foundation/ University of Toronto Munk School of Global Affairs. 
This work builds on a solid foundation of experience in governance, government relations, 
environmental management, health, child and youth policy, education, national security and 
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communications. Benoit & Associates has published work under several Legislative Review 
Committees and Royal Commissions, including the Gomery Royal Commission, and has been 
instrumental in the creation of two national Foundations. 
  
Jonathan Sas 
Sauvé Alumnus 
Director of Research - Broadbent Institute 
 

 
Jonathan Sas takes on the role of Director of Research after 
spending 2012/13 as a Sauvé Scholar in Montreal researching the changing 
dynamics of Canada’s media landscape.  
 
The former editor of The Mark News, his reporting and commentary have 
appeared in The Tyee, Maisonneuve, National Post, Alternet, J-source, Rabble, and 
other outlets. Before entering journalism, Jonathan worked as a research 
coordinator in health policy and health promotion for the Ontario Medical 

Association. 
 
He holds an M.A. in political science from the University of British Columbia, where he focused on 
global environmental politics. An environmentalist, unrepentant news junky, theory nerd, and rabid 
Habs fan, he’s happiest when spending time with friends and family.  
 
Jonathan also serves on the board of directors of the Sauvé Scholars Foundation. 
 
Graham Mitchell 
Director of Training and Leadership 
Broadbent Institute  
 

Originally from Saskatchewan, Graham is an experienced organizer and 
strategist who has worked on issue and election campaigns at the 
municipal, provincial, and federal levels. 
 
As Executive Assistant to Toronto City Councillors Jack Layton and Janet 
Davis, and Research Officer with the Ontario NDP, Graham played a key 

role in successful efforts to deliver improved environmental programs, child care, and a range of 
municipal priorities.  
 
Graham is a facilitator and teacher with experience in designing and delivering peer education, 
planning, and strategy workshops with teams, organizations, and communities. 
He has a Masters in Environmental Studies (Urban Planning) from York University, and recently 
completed a two-year stint as a manager in the Toronto Public Service. Graham lives in Toronto 
with his partner and two sons. 
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Simone Hanchet  
Director of Program and Communications  
Jeanne Sauvé Foundation 

 
As Director of Program and Communications at the Sauvé Scholars Foundation, 
Simone has three primary areas of responsibility. 
 
First, as Program Director, she designs the structure and content of the Sauvé 
Scholars Program annually. She then oversees the day-to-day delivery of all key 
program elements, from intimate professional development workshops to large-
scale public addresses. Central to this role, she is also privileged with the task of 
supporting Scholars individually in their professional, intellectual, personal, and 
project goals. 

 
In addition, Simone is also responsible for overseeing the Foundation's official communications, 
including its website and newsletter. Finally, Simone manages the international Scholar recruitment 
and selection process. 
 
Simone brings to her role at the Foundation ten years of experience in the field of environmental 
conservation. Her varied roles have taken her to many remote and beautiful parts of Canada and the 
world, where she has worked with communities on river conservation, marine species monitoring 
and protection, landscape preservation, environmental education, and eco-tourism. She continues to 
work on a part-time basis for QLF, an environmental NGO, as Director of the organization's 
Canadian Headquarters in Montreal. 
 
With an undergraduate degree from the McGill School of Environment and a Masters in Public 
Policy from Concordia University, Simone's academic interests lie in developing models of 
education that foster a shift towards ecologically and socially responsible living. A long-time 
educator of children, teens, and young adults, Simone has always found opportunities to apply her 
academic background in practical ways. 
 
Simone is closely involved with Tubahumurize, an association serving Rwandan women victims of 
violence. In 2009, she lived and worked at the Tubahumurize Centre in Kigali. Today, in addition to 
fundraising for this group,Simone is helping the association's Director to write her life story and 
hopes to find a publisher for this extraordinary memoire soon. 
 
Simone is a also yoga instructor trained in the Bali Method,which emphasizes stress reduction as 
well as core strength and flexibility. She has led yoga classes for people of all ages and in all states of 
health, including three cohorts of Sauvé Scholars, and loves this role because it invariably makes 
people feel happier, healthier, and less stressed out. 
 
In her spare time, Simone is a free-lance editor, cross-country skier, hiker, and amateur (possibly 
graceless) ballerina. 


